Diagnosis of hepatitis delta virus infection.
The hepatitis delta virus (HDV) is a cause of severe liver disease in man. Several assays are available to detect both the HDV genome and its only encoded antigen, HDAg, as well as specific antibodies against HDAg (anti-HD), of both the IgG and IgM class. Different serologic patterns enable the clinician to formulate a correct diagnosis, crucial for effective treatment.